Society for Folk Life Studies Annual Conference
10-12 September 2021 
In association with The Moore Institute, NUI Galway. 
The Society for Folk Life Studies, now in in its sixtieth year, focuses on the study of the material folk culture of Britain and Ireland. It publishes the journal Folk Life, producing two issues a year. The Society’s conference is a moveable feast, changing location every year. In 2019, for example, the conference convened at Tullie House Museum in Carlisle. In 2020, because of Covid-19, the conference was postponed in the hope that it could hold a face to face meeting in 2021. This proved impractical, but a decision was taken to hold the conference virtually, on line, as a substitute. The last conference held in Ireland met in Dublin in 2016 as a commemoration of the Easter Rising and the Battle of the Somme. 
Lillis Ó Laoire, editor of Folk Life, with Steph Mastoris as conference secretary have put together a varied programme based on papers from a range of scholars associated with NUI Galway. Attendees will hear presentations about herders and the dangers ‘Hogs Bogs and Dogs’ from John Cunningham (History, NUI Galway). This paper explores the lives lived by Irish herders in the late nineteenth century and the challenges they faced during the Land War especially. Those with an interest in agricultural life will also be keen to hear Eugene Costello talk about his work on Transhumance in Ireland in the past. Buailteachas or “Booleying” was a major part of the pastoral cycle in Ireland and Eugene’s ground-breaking study, Transhumance and the Making of Ireland’s Uplands 1550-1900, recently published to award-winning acclaim, provides the basis for his talk. 
Niall Ó Ciosáin will discuss the readers of the expanding printed materials available in the Celtic Languages in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, a long term preoccupation of his research. Róisín Nic Dhonncha discusses formation of folk identity, by exploring a memoir, Conamara Man, written by Irish-speaker Séamus Mac An Iomaire, from Mweenish Island in English. Known for his Irish language book Cladaigh Chonamara, a compendium of traditional knowledge on shore life, Conamara Man has received less attention, so that this presentation provides a fresh look at his work and status as a writer.  
Another highlight from an acclaimed and prize- winning author, Claudia Kinmonth, will focus on discoveries made since she published her Irish Country Furniture and Furnishings in late 2020. The book resulted in many contacts from those who had various objects and led to some fascinating new discoveries. Claudia’s warm enthusiasm for her subject ensures that this will be very engaging presentation. 
Verena Commins’ work documents the building of monuments to deceased traditional musicians in various locations around the island of Ireland. In her talk for the conference, she explores the continuing vogue for these monuments and its implications for the status and position of traditional music in society. 
Narrative culture is covered by four speakers. Ailbhe Nic Giolla Chomhaill’s work on the woman storyteller Sorcha Chonaill Mhic Grianna of Rannafast, Co. Donegal promises a fascinating insight into the intimate lives of rural nineteenth and twentieth century women in Ireland. Ailbhe is an astute reader of folktales and her skills in associating references therein with narrators’ lived experience bring fresh insight to bear upon such study. Nikita Koptev’s work focuses on the 1937 Schools’ Folklore Collection in Ireland and especially, aspects of children’s narrative as distinct from that of adults. His work is original and innovative and will provoke thought and reconsideration of a neglected topic in Irish Folklore research. Muireann Ní Cheannabháin focuses on the lullaby as a means of communication and mediation, augmenting our insight into domestic life and the work of child-rearing in the past. Ciaran McDonough’s paper looks at storytellers of the past as documented in the archives of the Ordnance Survey from the mid-nineteenth century. Her talk will reveal the opportunities and frustrations experienced by those employed on the Survey and how they negotiated their relationship with their informants in a colonial context, often without a sound knowledge of the Irish language. Máirtín Mac Con Iomaire, guest editor of Issue 59:2 of Folk Life, is a scholar of food and food cultures. Incensed by a remark that Ireland had no food culture, made by an American scholar, Máirtín decided to disprove this erroneous attitude by studying references to food and drink in folk song. This promises to be a highly interesting presentation. 
No conference is complete without the President’s Address. Dafydd Roberts will speak about the Ynni Ogwen Community Hydo-Electricity Project in his native Gwynedd in Wales, documenting its beginning and progress and how it has benefitted the local communities in surrounding areas. 
A virtual tour of the Galway City Museum with Damien Donnellan, exhibition and education officer, promises an excellent way to gain some familiarity with the vernacular cultures of the Galway Bay and City areas. Damien is an experienced and knowledgeable presenter and will be available to answer questions after the tour. 
In tandem with the formal papers there will be the usual social events which can be enjoyed from the safety of one’s own living room. Therefore, please contact Steph Mastoris or Lillis Ó Laoire if you wish to participate. 

If you wish to attend this year’s conference, please contact the Conference Secretary (Steph Mastoris) by Friday 3 September.
The cost of attending the whole conference is:

· SFLS member:

£25
· Non-member:

£45
· Full time student:
£12
On receipt of your conference fee you will be sent the codes for joining each part of the conference online.

Please send a cheque, or notification of bank transfer to:

Steph Mastoris

National Waterfront Museum,

Oystermouth Road, Maritime Quarter, Swansea SA1 3RD

(steph.mastoris@museumwales.ac.uk)

Please pay either 

by cheque payable to The Society for Folk Life Studies

or

by BACS transfer to the Society’s bank account:

Sort code:  40-35-18

Account number: 11226363

International Bank Account Number: GB61HBUK4035181 1226363

Branch Identifier Code: HBUKGB4108N

(Please identify the transfer as ‘Conference 2021 + [your surname]’)
